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Editor:

The International election is now over and for the few of you who live
under a rock, and have not heard, here are the election results. The
new International President is Russ Harper 1559,

Jim Trachta 1508

John Bull 937.

International Vice President for North America is Cal Ennals 1772,
Jerry Zollo 1022.

Vice President for Europe is Leone Tromans 703,

Tom Elliott 531.

International Secretary Glen Wheat who ran unopposed.
International Treasurer is Brian Arnold who also ran unopposed.

Congratulations to all.

The reason this edition of the Mid-Knight News is coming out a few
days late, is due to the Mid-West Regional Conference first ever
Business Meeting being held in the middle of July instead of June. |
wanted to give everyone a chance to get home from the meeting
before they needed to get me an article.

With that said, we can now look forward to the Fall Mid-West
Conference, which will be held September 4" — 71" in Rochester, MN.
The host hotel is the Best Western Rochester Hotel Mayo / St. Mary’s.
Information on the hotel, as well as a registration form, is available on
the MWRC web page.

The Spring 2026 Business Meeting will be held in Oskaloosa, IA at the
Fairfield Inn from June 12!" — 14! see article later in this newsletter.
The information will be posted on the MWRC web page.

The Fall 2026 will be hosted by NE-II in Omaha, NE. More information
on it when [ find out.

The Spring 2027 Business Meeting will be hosted by SD-I in Rapid
City, SD, no details yet.

Rick



From the M.W.R.C. Well, our first attempt at a business meeting only
Chairman gathering has come and gone. All in all, | thought the
weekend went well. We had a successful meeting, we
Tom Luellen had a bit of fellowship, and some laughs. | want to again
thank KS-IIl, from Jim Miller volunteering to host again
- when no one else would, to Mike Underwood and all those who picked up the ball and
o ET THE# @ ran with it. Well done all. Throughout the weekend, a couple members asked questions
YOI about this new meeting only format, wanting more guidance on what all they were
expected to provide. My answer was the same each time, that we left it a little open to
allow for chapters to decide on their own what all they wanted to provide. The only requirement is that
you have a space for the Saturday morning meeting. Logic would dictate you have a negotiated room
rate for Friday and Saturday nights. The highlight each time we get together is, of course, the hospitality
room. The only other suggestion | would make is providing the conference attendance patch. | know
members who would be upset if they didn’t receive one. But that’'s it. Whatever else you decide to
arrange is up to you as the hosting chapter.

You may have heard that, for the first time in a long while, we had a bearnapping after Spearfish last
September. Ted E. Bear spent the off season traveling the country, and we all had great fun learning
about his adventures. We're working on putting together a video detailing those adventures so stay
tuned for that.

| was pleased to have two chapters bid for the Spring 2026 Business Meeting. MO-| submitted a bid,
and |As L,lll, and VI all came together to submit a bid. The lowa chapters won, so we’ll be spending a
weekend in June 2026 in Oskaloosa, IA. Knowing the folks involved in planning this event, I'm sure
they will treat us to a great weekend. It had been a few bidding cycles since we had more than one
chapter look to host an event, so | was very encouraged for our future.

If you have not heard about the election results from Belgium, we
have a new International Executive Board: President — Russ
Harper, Vice President North America — Cal Ennals, Vice
President Europe — Leone Tromans, Secretary — Glen Wheat,
Treasurer — Brian Arnold. Congrats to them all!

I’'m really looking forward to spending a few days in and near
Rochester, MN in a few weeks for our Fall Conference. | haven’t
been on my bike yet this year due to some injury type health
issues, but I'm beginning to see light at the end of the tunnel and,
at the moment, I’'m optimistic I'll be able to ride to this one.

My virtual door is always open, so please don’t hesitate to reach

out with any questions, comments, or concerns. Until we meet n -
again “Yes, sonny, that's my bike. You

can never be oo old to be cool.”

RWP!

Tom Luellen

MWRC Chairman
spd846ret@hotmail.com
417-860-2633




From the M.W.R.C. Wow! Summer is moving right a_long. As I'm writing, we

Vice-Chairman are only ten days from the Spring Business Meeting in

Lawrence. I'm sure we'’re in for a good time with KS-lII

Mark Smoot  posting the meeting. | can’t wait until after the meeting to

write this, as we are riding Route 66 and won’t be home until the end of July. I'm
going to go stand on a corner in Winslow, Arizona.

So how are you doing with the recruiting mission? If each Chapter can gain one new
member this year, we’'d be much stronger going into our future. Come on! We can do it!

How many miles you are logging this season? The more you’re out showing off your Chapter colors,
the more exposure the Blue Knights get and the more likely you are to peak the interest of a future
member. There, now you have another reason to ride. You're welcome.

As mentioned last quarter, | have members working on rebuilding Chapters in Manitoba. If you'd like
to take a trip up there, I'm sure they could use some help. If you need recruiting info, or a new Chapter
package, you can contact me or International.

If | didn’t see you in Kansas, | hope to see you on the road.
Ride With Pride
Mark Smoot

641-226-0749
msmoot3@gmail.com

S,

Image From the M.W.R.C. Lioyd Youel, your Interim Secretary Treasurer
- Interim here. We just held the first Business Meeting in
Coming Secretary / Treasurer Lawrence, THANK YOU KANSAS Ill. | hope
Soon Lloyd Youel everyone that was present had a great time. The

Fall Conference in Rochester, MN, will be here
before we know it. Just a reminder that your dues to the MWRC will need to be paid to be able to vote
at the business meeting. There are 13 chapters that have not paid their dues to date. If you have
questions about your dues, my cell phone number is 316-737-4942 and my email address is
lloyd.youel@gmail.com. Looking forward to seeing everyone in September in Minnesota.

Ride with Pride,
Lloyd Youel
Interim Secretary



From the M.W.R.C. Since our last newsletter, |

: : represented you at the
International Representative International  Convention in

Doug Casteel Belgum and the MWRC

Business Meeting in Lawrence,

KS. Here are the highlights from the International
Convention.

Board of Governors Meeting

e The Special Fund is currently $283,156.03

e There was nobody prepared to make a presentation on the 2026
International Convention, which will be held in Calgary, Alberta,
Canada on July 19" — 25" 2026. As of July 12", the host hotel is
booked up and people are being directed to overflow hotels.

e The 2027 International Convention will be held in Waidring, Austria
on Jun 13" — 20™, 2027, and hosted by Germany XXI. This is the

i I i "NO I'M NOT GOING TO WRITE YOU A TICKET, T
same location as the 2014 International Convention. L NOT CUe e I e AN

General Membership Meeting

¢ International Webmaster requests that chapters clean out their corporate email boxes on a regular basis.
Members can add a custom password to their members only login in the Member Update section of the
website. If you receive a notice that your password is expired, it is spam. BK International will not send
a link for that. Chapters should check their links on the international website to make sure that it is correct
for contact for their chapter.

e Treasurer advised that we finished FY 2025 $25,619.00 in the

black.

e VP NA advised that we currently have 14,446 members in 576

chapters.

. Election Committee provided the results of the International

Executive Committee Elections: President- Russ Harper 1559, Jim

Trachta 1508, John Bull 937; NAVP- Cal Ennals 1772, Jerry Zollo 1022;

EUVP- Leonie Tormans 703, Tom Elliott 531; Secretary- Glen Wheat

3897; Treasurer- Brian Arnold 3890

e Proposal 2024-0006 to change the Honorary Membership

numbers to 8 for the first one and then one for every 10 members from

20 on. The proposal was ratified.

e Proposal 2025-0003 to implement an application form in order to

run for the International Executive Committee. The proposal was ratified.

e Proposal 20025-0006 to change the qualifications for an Associate

Member to no longer require them to receive monetary compensation.

The proposal was ratified.

The next General Membership Meeting will be held on July 20t", 2026, at 13:00 hours MDT in
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. The deadline for agenda items is June 21%, 2026, at 16:00 hours EDT.



Board of Directors Meeting

¢ Proposal 2025-0005 to establish guidelines for

Chartering a new chapter. Passed with me voting in ﬂ%[ue Z&n[ghtgﬂnternatlunal

favor. ‘
Law Enforcement Motorcpcle Club
The next Board of Directors Meeting will be held on i
September 10™, 2025, at 11:00 hours ET and the Mid-West
deadline for agenda items is August 10", 2025, at 16:00 'y Regional
hours ET.

Conference

As always, if you have any questions or | can help with
something, | am available via the contact information listed below.

Ride with Pride,

Doug Casteel, International Representative
Mid-West Regional Conference
Mwrc.rep@blueknights.org

+1 (314) 412-4449

It's almost the end of July, where is the summer
From the M.W.R.C. going? It seems to be just flying by. | hope everyone
Web-Master is having a great time! The website is continuing to be
Wayne Schwartz well used. We just finished having our Spring
» Business meeting (the first of its kind) in Lawrence,
; KS and are only about 4 weeks away from our Fall Conference in Rochester, MN.
W The cutoff for ordering t-shirts has come and gone and the date of the Registrations
| going up is quickly approaching (August 4t") so if you intend to go and haven't yet
2w sent in your Registration | would suggest you get to it to save $20.00. Information on
the 2026 Spring Business Meeting that will be held in
Oskaloosa, lowa from June 12" — 14t 2026, is postedon |~
the webpage. Information includes hotel information as |
well as a fillable registration form. Information on the 2026
Fall Conference in Omaha will be posted when its
available. As always, if you have a member transfer on to
Heaven |, be sure to let me know, so | can add them to our |
Heaven | page. | hope everyone continues to have a !
wonderful summer and stay safe and I'll see you in
Rochester in a few short weeks.

Ride with Pride,

Wayne Schwartz
MWRC Webmaster
wayneschwartz@comecast.net




From the M.W.R.C.
Safety Officer LANE SPLITTING AND

Scott Grabowski LANE FILTERING

On July 18t, 2025, Minnesota became the first state in the MWRC
Conference to pass laws allowing Lane Splitting and Lane Filtering.

What is the difference between the Lane Splitting or Filtering?

e Lane Splitting: This involves a motorcyclist riding between lanes of traffic that are
moving in the same direction. It's typically done in slow-moving or stopped traffic,
such as in traffic jams.

e Lane Filtering: Lane filtering occurs when a motorcyclist moves between lanes of
traffic at intersections, usually when vehicles are stopped at traffic lights. This
allows the motorcyclist to reach the front of traffic and proceed quickly when the
light changes.

Minnesota state statute 169.974 subd 59 says splitting and filtering can be done at under
25 MPH in moving traffic and under 15 MPH in stopped traffic. It's also prohibited in turn
lanes, roundabouts and on ramps. Splitting and Filtering is your choice to do it or not.
Before you decide to partake, familiarize yourself with the different MC laws as they differ
state to state.

LANE FILTERING

Scott Grabowski MN 1V
MWRC Safety Officer
mwrc.safety@gmail.com
612-814-1960




2025 Fall Conference — Don’t miss it

Have you ever been to an MWRC Conference? Have
you ever experienced Minnesota in the Fall? Well, this
is your lucky time in life because you can do both this
year. Coming up fast, September 4" — 7" right in
Rochester, Minnesota.

The host hotel is filling up fast and they have sold out
the block of rooms we had on hold, but they have
added rooms for us just because they love law
enforcement. The rooms are pool view on the second
floor and go for $94.00, plus tax and the pool side
rooms are going for only $99.00 plus tax. This is still
below their regular rates. They can be reserved in the
same manner with the direct link to the Blue Knights
rate in the MWRC website under events by scrolling
down to the 2025 Fall Conference article. Click on the

RWP..ROLLING INTO ROCHESTER hotel link, change the dates of your stay and pick your
room. Or you can call them directly at (507) 289-8866 and ask for the Blue Knights rate for the dates
of the conference. These rates are good only until August 15t and they go up to the hotel regular rates.
So, move quickly.

RKnights,

Registration also goes up from $99.00 to $119.00 after August 4™, and T-shirts become unavailable.
There will be no shirts sold at the registration table during the conference, so get your registrations
mailed in very soon.

The conference amenities are many but just to name a few, Restaurant
/ Bar is attached to the hotel, Kwik Trip Gas station and convenience
store is located in the same parking lot. Bike wash is available and
lots of parking. Apache Shopping Mall is just blocks away.

| - P, S ey
The Minnesota chapters are planning rides on some of the best riding —!—m— ——

hillsides in the state. A hospitality room to enjoy the camaraderie of
other Blue Knights from around the Midwest and beyond and to just
kick back and enjoy the snacks and refreshments, raffle prizes galore,
several different raffles, 50 / 50 Thursday, Friday and Saturday and
much more. Free hotel breakfasts each day of your stay, Friday lunch
at Back Home Harley-Davidson, Friday evening pulled pork dinner,
Saturday banquet with your choice of Chicken, Pork or Walleye
(Minnesota state fish).

See old friends and meet new ones. We all have this commonality of |
law enforcement and motorcycles. It doesn’t matter if this is your first
conference or one of many or you're new to the Blue Knights or a Charter member. Come out and
enjoy this great event in a great place. You won’t be disappointed.

Any questions please contact Larry Klink, 612-791-0483 or by email: luvnit1800@comcast.net.



SPRING BUSINESS MEETING

If you missed the July Business Meeting in
Lawrence, KS, you missed a heated battle
between MO-I and the lowa Chapters. With the
lowa Chapters winning the bid to host the Spring
2026 Business Meeting.

lowa |, lowa lll and lowa VI will be hosting the
Spring 2026 Meeting in Oskaloosa, lowa The
dates are June 12t through the 14%, 2026.

The host hotel will be the Fairfield Inn in
Oskaloosa, lowa. Room rate is $110.00 per night
and includes breakfast. We have a room block at
the host hotel. If that fills up, there is another
hotel across the main drag (about two blocks riding) that will price match the host hotel, and also
offers free breakfast.

Of course, there will be a hospitality room with free beer and pop (soda, for those further south). We
do request each Chapter represented provide a bottle of your favorite local blend to stock the harder
stuff in the hospitality room. Cost for registration will be $30.00 until May 12", $35.00 after May 12",

Trio Entertainment Complex is right across the hotel parking lot. It offers a movie theater, pickleball
courts, a golf simulator and restaurant / bar. The food and atmosphere are great. There is a patio that
will allow cigar smoking. If you forget your sticks, there is a cigar shop about half-mile away.

Oskaloosa (Oski) is home to William Penn University.
There are plenty of restaurants within a few minutes of
the hotel. Oski has the original Smokey Row Coffee
Shop and a nice town square.

All Blue Knights and their guests are welcomed.
Come enjoy the area and visit with your Blue Knight
friends and even make new ones.

The meeting will be Saturday, June 13" in a theater
type setting.

Finally, we are planning a nice ride to show off
southeast lowa’s scenic by-ways. Okay, we're not the
Ozarks, but we'll try really hard.

The registration form is on the MWRC webpage.

Come on over and visit the lowa crew again.



Mid-Knight News  The Mid-Knight
Requirements published quarterly.  The
deadlines are January 15%,

April 15", July 15", October 15", with the projected
publication being February 1!, May 1%, August 15!, and

November 15t,

Any member of the Blue Knights MWRC can submit an

News is

article for publication. However, the article must be sent &

from the Chapter Corporate e-mail. This ensures chapter
approval of the article and its contents.

Articles should be submitted in MS “WORD” in Arial 12 - point with justified left and right margins.
Please try to limit your article to one page. Photos may also be submitted, but please send them in a
“‘ipeg” format.

CHAPTER DUES ARE DUE

In order for a chapter to remain in good standing with the Conference, each chapter must pay dues of
one dollar per member with a maximum of twenty-five to the Conference on an annual basis.

The dues must be paid before the chapter will be allowed to vote at the MWRC business meeting.

The following chapters have not paid dues for 2026.

The list is as of 7/28/25.

lowa lll,
Minnesota Il,
Minnesota lll,
Minnesota V,
Minnesota VI,
Minnesota VIII,
Minnesota IX,

Ride with Pride,
Lloyd Youel
Interim Secretary

You can mail your dues to:
Mid-West Regional Conference

P.O. Box 73
Goddard, KS 67052

Missouri I,
Missouri 1V,
North Dakota I,
North Dakota II,
North Dakota I,
Oklahoma |
Oklahoma IV.



MWRC State
Representatives
Contact Information

lowa: Dave Eyman BKIARep@gmail.com
Kansas: Jim Miller jimmiller@jim-san.com
Minnesota: Chris Boerner cboerner9@aol.com
Missouri: Don Tyes bigdude@stjoelive.com
Nebraska: Frank Bergmark bikerbergs@charter.net
North Dakota: Mark Ellingson mellingson26@hotmail.com
Oklahoma: Tom Ashing tomashing@cox.net

South Dakota: Dave Thorsgaard dg17thor@midco.net

R,

STATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

Before each newsletter, | send out a request to each of the State Representatives asking them to send
me an article for the Mid-Knight News.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE—————————————
lowa Representative Dave Eyman

No response

_
Kansas Representative Jim Miller

Greetings from Kansas. | hope everyone is doing well. This year has been busy for me and is going by
way too fast!

| attended the Colorado State Meeting in Gunnison, CO. It was a good time! | met lots of new people
and did lots of scenic riding. | would recommend this event to anyone considering going next year.

| attended the Southwest Regional Conference in Red River, NM. Kansas Ill had a great turnout, with
six members and three guests in attendance. We had a great time and met lots of great people.

| attended the International Convention in Mol, Belgium. Belgium VIII did a great job and | had a good
time. | met lots of new friends, which is always nice.

Immediately after the convention, | went on the post-convention bus tour to Paris and Normandy,
France and London, England. That was a fantastic trip. We saw so many areas with beautiful
architecture and so much history. Touring all of the World War |l battle sites and museums was
absolutely awesome! My dear friend Stewart Hall, England IV, traveled three hours to meet me in
London. | had not seen Stewart in seven years, and it was fantastic to get to catch up with him!

10



| encourage everyone to try to attend Blue Knights events outside of your region. There are so many
fantastic people in this organization!

“‘Ride With Pride”

Jim Miller
Kansas State Rep

L

Minnesota Representative Chris Boerner

No response

L

Missouri Representative Don Tyes

Our members have just completed the newly formatted Spring business meeting in Lawrence, Kansas.
The weather was sultry and the temperature hot. The meeting was well organized and hosted by
Kansas lll. Although attendance was down a little from a normal conference format, everyone had a
great time.

Up next is the Fall Midwest Regional Conference. The Conference will be held at the Best Western
Rochester Hotel Mayo / St. Mary’s, 1517 16" Street SW, Rochester, Minnesota. Telephone number
507-289-8866. Make your reservations as soon as possible to guarantee your room. The Conference
will be hosted by numerous Minnesota chapters.

The 2026 Spring Business Meeting will be hosted by lowa-I, lowa-Ill and VI. It will be held from June
12th — 14t at the Fairfield Inn in Oskaloosa, lowa. The host will send out more details as they become
available.

Lastly, on September 27, 2025, Missouri X will host the 13" Annual Fallen Officers Memorial Ride.
Information for the Memorial Ride will be posted on the MWRC webpage. Take the time to help us
honor our Fallen Heroes. Hotel information is available if requested.

Ride with Pride,
Donald Tyes, President MO-X
Missouri State Representative

L

Nebraska Representative Frank Bergmark

| know | had a good time at the MWRC’s first business meeting, and was pleased that the change
appears to have resulted in more interest in hosting.

Also, the upcoming get-togethers in Sturgis and Western Des Moines look interesting.
11



Due to the hotel for International next year being sold out, research will start on an alternate location
for lodging. It looks like a three-day ride from Nebraska.

NE Il will provide more info on West Des Moines get-together. Looking forward to seeing everyone in
Rochester

Frank Bergmark
Nebraska State Representative

e

North Dakota Representative

No response

e

Oklahoma Representative Tom Ashing

Greetings from OK-Il and ‘Kudos’ to the Mid-West Conference for another great year. It is always a
pleasure to gather with my fellow Knights. It is great to see our ‘old’ friends, not necessarily in age, but
in tenure.

Little to report except we went from our torrential rains to the blood boiling temperatures. A tip of the
hat to KS-III for hosting the first business only conference. It is always tough to be the first one but they
pulled it off in fine style. | think most were a little anxious to see how the first one turned out. According
to roll call, we had almost as many chapters sign in as at the full-blown conference. Looking forward
to seeing what the lowa boys do with the 2026 Spring.

Oklahoma had a smattering showing with members from OK-l and OK-Il making the trip. Looking
forward to the fall and seeing everyone in Minnesota.

What is it that Mr. Spock said, ‘live long and prosper’ | will say “Ride safe, ride long, my fellow Knights
and most of all Ride with Pride,”.

Tom Ashing,
Oklahoma State Representative

e

South Dakota Representative Dave Thorsgaard

| want to begin with a tip of the hat to KS-Ill for the great job they did with our first Business Meeting
held in Lawrence, KS. They set the corner stone for this event for all of us to begin to build from. Great
job Mike Underwood and all of KS llI.



SD-I recently recognized two of our members with 25-year awards from the International with
certificates and pins and plaques from SD-I. Billy Davis and Rich Lund, both have served as President
of our chapter at some point in their tenure, as a Blue Knight of South Dakota I. Congratulations again
to both of these Blue Knights.

The 85" Sturgis rally is approaching rapidly. SD-I had cancelled the rally luncheon during the rally due
to a lack of response, but since the cancelation, we have heard a lot of comments from others that they
had planned to attend. With that said, we are working to do something less organized, more impromptu
if you will, possibly at the local FOP lodge. All information will be posted on Face Book pages as well
as the MWRC Events page when we get confirmation.

We are looking forward to seeing all our brothers and sister in Rochester, MN for the Fall Conference
sounds like it will be a great time for brother/sisterhood, entertainment, rides and just being together.
See you all there. Until then always,

Ride With Pride!

Dave Thorsgaard

MWRC State Representative
BK SD |

R,

RYE RIDE

In case you haven’t heard, IA-VI| and NE-II have teamed up to create the Rye Ride. With the assistance
of IA-ll, we are holding a casual gathering in Des Moines, IA August 22" — 24t 2025, This is a BYOB
event at the Marriott on Jordan Creek Pkwy in West Des Moines (the same hotel IA-1ll hosted their last
conference).

We will meet up Friday for a social gathering. Saturday we will ride to Templeton, IA and tour Templeton
Rye Distillery. Since we are cops, Templeton has waived the tour fee, including the tasting portion.
They have at least two blends that are only available at the distillery, not in stores. The tour will explain
how the distillery survived Prohibition and how locals dealt with law enforcement to avoid being caught
distributing their elixir. After the tour we stop at the bar and get free samples of all blends they make.
Once we’'re finished at the distillery, we will return to the hotel to share more tales and enjoy our new
found beverages.

This event is open to all Blue Knight family members. The info is on the MWRC webpage. Get your
room reserved and come join us.

If you would please, RSVP to me so | can let the distillery know how many to expect.
Ride With Pride
Mark Smoot

641-226-0749
msmoot3@gmail.com

13
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ARRIVE
BOOZE AND BANTER

14



STANDING RULES FOR THE MWREC

Carrying firearms at MWRC events after consuming alcoholic beverages is
prohlblted Event hosts are required to provide secure storage for firearms if requested
E" \/’gj by any attendee.

2. All members are entitled to make motions and participate in discussions during
Conference meetings. However, only the President (or Regular Member
appointed by the President) of each MWRC Chapter in good standing will be
allowed to vote on items of business and candidates for office at Conference
meetings. Any Chapter which has not paid its annual dues shall not be
considered in good standing.

3. MWRC officers shall consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary / Treasurer, and

International Representative. The officers shall serve two (2) year terms and shall be elected at

the Fall Conference meeting during even numbered years. Candidates

“» must declare (in writing) the office they seek to the MWRC Secretary /

"~ Treasurer prior to the adjournment of the Spring meeting of the election

year. No later than August 1t of the election year the MWRC Secretary

/ Treasurer will provide the President of each MWRC Chapter with a list

-, of the candidates for each office. This is meant to allow the Chapter
President to confer with his membership prior to the voting.

4. Each Chapter in the MWRC shall pay annual dues to the Conference in the amount
of $1.00 (US) per chapter member, up to a maximum of $25.00 (US) per year.

s

6. All participants in parades or group rides, at any Blue Knights® Midwest Regional
Conference event, must wear an approved motorcycle helmet.

7. The MWRC board will notify any active chapter within 50 miles prior to authorizing
a charter to any new chapter, however final determination and approval will reside
with the board

15



